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and by Dupleix, the Governor of the French Settlement
at Pondicherry, who hoped to be rewarded for his services
in a manner very beneficial to the French East India
Company in India. The invasion of the province of Arcot
was the first operation undertaken by Muzaffar. In the
battle that ensued Anwarnd-din was slain, his eldest son
was taken prisoner, and Muhammad Ali, his second son,
who from this time was acknowledged as the head of the
family, fled to the fortified rock at Trichinopoly. Meanwhile
Nazir Jang raised an army and followed his nephew to the
Carnatic. Deserted at a serious juncture by a large body
of French troops, Muzaffar surrendered himself; but a
conspiracy in his favour was hatched in the very council
of his uncle, and from the dungeon he was raised to the
throne once more. Dupleix installed him at Pondicherry,
and was declared Vicegerent of all the countries south of the
Kistna, while to the French East India Company consider-
able territory near Pondicherry was granted, together with
the possession of Musulipatam and its dependencies.
Muzaffar left for Hyderabad, Muhammad Ali still continuing
besieged at Trichinopoly, which would have fallen but
for the action taken by the English Company's servants,
who, inspired by the genius of Clive, resolved to divert
the forces of the besiegers and to strike a decisive blow in
upholding English interests in the East, which were now
imperilled by the vigorous proceedings of Dupleix, There
was no war in Europe between the French and the English,
but in India the war, begun with Olive's capture of Arcot,
continued for three years; the French were reduced to
great straits, and Dupleix being recalled, his successor
concluded a peace with the Governor of Madras, by which
Muhammad Ali was practically left as Nabob. The
declaration of war between England and France in 1756
renewed hostilities in India. The French now lost all their
settlements; they were, however, restored by the Treaty of